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Friends General Conference continues to discern how it is led to be of service to Quakers in these 

current times.  Two areas of focus currently revolve around the FGC Annual Gathering and Anti-racist 

efforts. 

 

For several years FGC has worked on its internal structures and practices to be not just non-racist, but 

to be anti-racist.  That is, carrying a sense that is not enough to be non-racists ourselves, but to work to 

change the society around us as well.  This is sometimes stressful, but that is often a part of the process 

of change. 

 

The FGC Gathering, held annually in summer has been an important way for Friends from around the 

country and the world to get together, to visit with others, to learn what other Quakers are doing and 

thinking, to participate in workshops of interest and to enjoy themselves in small ways.  Organizing it 

has become more challenging in the last few years.  It had become increasingly difficult to put all the 

pieces together of a suitable location, concern for travel difficulties for scattered Friends, finding the 

organizers among yearly meetings, and sensitivity to the costs of attendance, particularly for younger 

families.  The sudden requirements for Covid restrictions were a catalyst that presented both 

opportunities and new challenges.  The improved availability of Zoom has allowed distant Friends or 

those who cannot travel to engage, but requires new and different resources to present an effective 

conference.  Efforts are underway to build an endowment to assist young attenders and the Gathering 

plans to alternate in-person, hybrid meetings with entirely virtual ones. 

 

I attended the 2023 Central Committee in person, held at the Pendle Hill campus and appreciated the 

opportunity to participate and see old Friends in person.  I also serve on the Long Range Conference 

Planning Committee responsible for forward Gathering planning.  We regret Dale Bordelon’s passing 

in 2023 before he was able to be more engaged. 

 

Jan Michael – for the FGC representatives. 


